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PRESIDENT STUDIES
PEACENOTES;QUICK
ANSWER EXPECTED

German Proposal Received
From Swiss Legation;
Austrian Delivered.

OFFICIAL ATMOSPHERE HERE
I REVEALS UNYIELDING STAND

A joint resolution providing that no armistice looking
toward peace shall be entered into with Germany or Aus¬
tria until their armies shall have surrendered uncondi¬
tionally was introduced in the Senate today by Senator
McCumber of North Dakota. At his request it was re¬

ferred to the foreign relations committee.
President Wilson this morning was handed the German peace

note by Frederick Oederlin, an attache of the Swiss legation.
At 11 o'clock Secretary of State Lansing announced that the

Swedish minister had just handed him a note from the Austro-
Hungarian government. The Secretary refrained from comment¬

ing in any way upon the contents of the note, whether it con¬

formed to the press report in text or not, or when an answer
would be forthcoming.

President Wilson did not visit his office this morning, butjimmediately after breakfast retired to his study, locked the door
and was reported to be engaged in writing. He had the cabled
press text of Prince Maximilian's speech to the reichstag and the!
kaiser's offer before him.

Woodrow Wilson, today the most important figure in the
world, since the allies must of necessity conform to the policy
this country insists upon, has by this afternoon all the data at
hand necessary for framing a quick reply.

PROMPT ANSWER. SPECIFIC TERMS DESIRED.
There is no mistaking the official atmosphere which surrounds

the executive and is breathed in military and diplomatic circles.
The thought uppermost and voiced everywhere today was that
this government must insist upon specific terms before granting
an armistice, and second that the answer to the central powers
must be prompt as well as decisive.

Promptness is necessary, it was held, to preserve the morale
of the fighting men abroad, to keep unimpaired the spirit of this
country and to prevent the psychology of the cry for quarter at
this time from relaxing interest in the liberty loan.

Crux of Situation.
Tt van pointed out today that the

chit of the situation, so far as the
tirst action of this government is uon-

cerntv]. is Germany's appeal for an

armistic*.
1'rinc1- Mil \imilinnfs note t«» Presi-

dor . "Wilson, forwarded through the
is.4 minister, contained these words:
"With a view 10 avoiding further

|.:oudshed. the German puvernment
requests the immediate conclusion of

;iti armistice on land and water and
in the air."
At th^ time that appeal was being

received the cables were bringing
fresh accounts of vandalism and out¬
rages committed upon property in
France by trie retreating German
troops. More towns were being fired
and ruthless destruction of private
property was going on.

In dealing with the German request
for an immediate armistice, which, of
course, would involve cessation of all
military activity, a recent precedent
is found in the appeal for and the
granting of an armistice to Bulgaria.
When that country asked for an

armistice the French commander re¬

plied that no halt in military opera¬
tions by the allies would be countc-
i.uiccd until the Bulgarian army de¬
mobilized and Bulgaria should take
herself out of the fighting.

Abandon Belligerency.
7:i official circles here the demand is

Ftrong tnat Germany should be noti¬
fied promptly that no deliberations
looking to peace can be entertained
until Germany has abandoned her bel¬

ligerency and placed herself in a posi¬
tion where peace terms can be en¬

forced, w hen once agreed upon.
An armistice should not be granted,

it *s held, until Germany has made
disposition of her military forces in
yuch way as to prevent them being
used against the allies in event of
failure of negotiations and after the
Germans have recovered from the rout
they are now experiencing.
In official circles the belief is widely

entertained that Germany will come

in later with more specific details of
* peace offer in case the appeal for
an armistice is not granted forth¬
with. It is known here that Austria-
Hungary and Turkey were disposed
last week to sue for terms.
Germany, it is said here, doubtless

conveyed a hint to her allies to with¬
hold c/videtices of weakening- until she
cnuia ::id.Kc one more play for better
iertn!% Ic is conceivable that Germany
hoped to barter what she i:* about to
be compelled to yield in Belgium and
To r<Uce a. gambler's chance for a turn
of Iuck in her present moment of dis-
tre*<s.

Attitude Toward Wilson Terms,
Strong emphasis is laid by the com-

mentators In official circles upon the
r&ct that Germany and Austria-Hun-
gary eipww willingness to accept
President Wilson's terms as a basis
of negotiations, not as terms upon
which peace can be effected. Prince
Maximilian's note said:
It (the German government) ac¬

cepts the program set forth bv the
President of the United States in his
message to Congress on January S.
and in ms *ater pronouncements,!
^vpeciaffy nls speech of September
C7. as a for peace negotiations.*'

Tt is suggested that there is a wide
margin between tnla off«v oi* "nego-'
tfatlons" looiGng to pence and actual
acceptance of Cite President's terms
as the terms ef ;*ace between the
wmrrlDf power*.

Effort os liberty Loan.
ftilnMt MrteOy diplomatic and mf&-

tanr circles. official Washington was
luteiesled also in ttie effect of the

trafficking upon the fourth lib-

erty loan campaign. The officialsin charge of the drive are thoroughlyalive to the possibility of adverse
psychological effect of the possible
prospect of a general pcace upon sub-
scriptions to the loan, lr.it expressed!
their confidence that the country!vuuld immediately awaken to this}danger and ward it off.

In point of fact, it is thought that
on«-e the public realizes the danger inthis direction, the result will be an
immediate rush for more bonds, on the
principle of showing the central pow-
ers that if enemy propaganda is ex-
pected to materialize out of the peaceofTer they are mistaken.
Furthermore, it is thought, thepeople will feel that, now that the

enemy is cracking, the time is oppor¬tune to hit hiii* harder and still harderblows.

Republican Opinion on
Peace Proposals Stated
by Representative Fess

Republican opinion in Congress re¬
garding peace proposals from Ger¬
many 'or her vassals was expressed
in a statement today by Representa-
tive Fess of Ohio, chairman of the
national republican congressional!
committee. This opinion is that the j
answer should be a command given
by our armies on the field and not by
diplomats around the table. Chair¬
man Fess said:
.'This is no time to parley on peace

around the table at which sit repre-
sentatives of the autocracy of Ger-
nia^iy or her vassals. It must not be
overlooked that Germany has up to
date fought this world with profit to
herself save only in loss of man¬
power. In the boast that Germany's
enemies must pay for the war, her'armies have overrun every contiguouscountry.
"They have for four years been rob¬bing the mines and other treasuresof France. Belgium and others of thetallies to supply munitions, not onlyfor her own armies but her vassals towhom she loans money with which to

pay for what she sells them, and inthis way places them under financialservitude from which they can never
recover.
"To insure necessary food and mu¬nitions, Germany has deported peace¬ful populations to work in plants andfields, under the charge that unlessthey work to feed the army starvationwill come to them first. Food andmunitions to win Germany success arethus supplied by deported labor. Ger¬

man integrity territorially, indus¬
trially and politically is yet unbroken;her soil is yet free from the track of
an enemy army. This day of exemp¬tion is rapidly passing.
"After four years of rapine and or¬

ganized murder the tide of war has
turned, and on every border the Ger¬
man hordes are encircled with sword
and flame, and defeat i3 as sure as
fate. Quite naturally this arch enemy
of the world's liberty proposes a peace
conference, and at the moment when
his armies are looting and burning
what they eannot take with them on
their retreat.
"To consider such a proposition

would be a crime against the future.
N'o peace talk should be considered
until our armies are on German soil,
Germany's army surrendered and the
German people who liave upheld th£
campaign of terrorism have been com¬

pelled to ia'.<e the fruits of their own
planting. Otherwise the end of this
war is but an adjournment to another.
"Our answer should be unequivocal.

We are not concerned about what
German autocracy would have; our
position now is what do we want to
command. What is Just to the world
of the future. The answer is a com-
maod, not an appesl It must be given
bv our armies on the field and not
by diplomats around a table."

.%

Nine Fatalities Reported This
Morning, as Against

27 Yesterday.

AUTHORITIES HARDLY
BELIEVE CRUX REACHED

Senate and House Galleries Closed
and Public Court Hearings

Are Postponed.

Influenza fatalities in the District
showed an encouraging reduction today,
although the authorities are by no means

hopeful that the crux of the epidemic has
been reached. j
Nine deaths were reported during the

morning, representing the total fatali- j

ties since Sunday. Deather reported
Sunday totaled 24, and from noon Sat-
urday until midnight Saturday 31.
There have been ninety-one deaths in
all reported since Saturday morning
up to noon today.
Under the regulations of the Commis-

sioners making the reporting of infiu-
enza mandatory, a total of 1,201 cases

has been listed with the health depart-
ment. A total of 663 cases lias been
reported since yesterday.

Mandatory Order Brings Reports.
Health Officer Fowler says that

previous to the reports coming in Sat¬
urday under the mandatory order of
the Commissioners making influenza
reportable, there has been no wav to
make even an estimate of the number
or cases in the city.
As a further precaution against the

disease, both the Senate and House
galleries were closed to the public to-
day. Jury trials and equity hearings
also were suspended by the District of
Columbia Supreme Court until Monday
next.

J

Recent Deaths Reported.
Deaths reported from midnight last

nirht up to nooa'today follow:
Lucille Tares, twenty-ttvo years,

Garfield Hospital: Eleanore Jr. Kerr
Ilardman. twenty-six years, lis 7th'
street southeast: Burney Cohen, two
years. 40l> H street northwest: William
t.. Manweiller. thirty-three vears,
casualty Hospital: .Nathaniel Gross
two years. 810 New Hampshire avenue
northwest: Clinton H. Chapman, twen-
ty-eight years, 25 8th street southeast:
Pearl E. Evans, forty-two years, Silgo

. rPa ; A|exander II. Summers,
thirty-four years. 127 4th street south¬
east; James Tanjisiea, twenty-three
years, Gallaudet College.
Deaths from Saturday- at midnight

up to midnight last nftht: Helen \V.
Kirley, twenty-seven years, 1330 12th
street northwest; Francis Raetrv,
twenty-two years, Kendall House,
14th street; Walter W. Ballard, jr.,
one year. Hotel Powhatan; Ira Z
Myers, thirty years, 923 6th street
northwest: Grace .At. Lee. fifteen
years. Casualty Hospital: Sarah E
Smith, forty years, 345 V street north¬
west: Julia A. Pitts, twenty-two
years, 720 Maryland avenue, north¬
east: Annie R. Bray, twenty-seven
years. 176 5th street souheast: l»is
l.eehisctte. twenty-one years; Wash-
ington Asylum Hospital; Thomas J.
Kelly, tliirty-six years. Georgetown
I'niversity Hospital: John .< Hutchin¬
son. twentv-s'x vea-s. Blue Plains-
Marion E. Farrow, thirty-four years'
1242 D street southeast: Ruth Rizer'
thirty-four years, 1464 Belmont street
northwest: Anna E. Byrd, thirty-two
years. 623 M street northwest; George

Minick, twenty-five years, Sibley
Hospital: Irvy L. Marshall, thirty-six
i.rs- ®treet northeast; John j.
I>ally, thirty-four years, Garfield Hos-
pital; John Meinberg, twenty-three
yf.ar,s' Georgetown University Hos¬
pital; Myrtle J. Jewell, thirty-nine
gears, 809 6th street northwest: Lee

«h twenty-nine years, Walter
Reed Hospital; Joseph Drury, twentv
years, Walter Reed Hospital; Gene-

iSen.' twenty-one years, Sib¬
ley Hospital; (.rover C. Crown, thirtv-

503 14th street northeast;
Hiornas ?s. < orklnll, forty years 91*'
H street northwest.

1

Dr. Mustard Opens Headquarters.
Dr. Mustard of the public health

service, who is jointly working with

St <the°e/pre'ad *of !

trict health office.*" !n the Dis'

i,
discussing the situation and what

?" do"? a?d win be done by his
office, he said that a nursing service
is being organized, which will incli.rtf

R^Cross dietary kUchen vlsVt? !
ing, home and school nurses' orcan-

their°efTorts °therS ~h° Pool

He said already fifty nurses have
volunteered for this service, givin-
up all their other work. An arfangel
ment has been made bv Dr
whereby the chief clerks of e!e.
government department will make a

daily report to his office of all caset
of influenza among the clerks and
others employed by the government
in -n ashington. and how the federal
government is handling the epidemic
in each service. |

It was said by Dr. Mustard that
in all cases where clerks or others
of the various departments report as
indisposed or sick they are immedi¬
ately sent to their homes. \ riSid
enforcement of the rule prohibiting
the use of the public drinking cup has
been ordered i«i all departments The
Red Cross efforts will be made joint-
ly with that of the public health
service.

Outside Aid Summoned.
Five well known physicians of the

public health service from outside of
the city have been called to Wash
ington and will work under Dr
Mustard's directions as the heads o#
the six zones into which the citv is
being divided to fight the conUgioi
The physicians are Dr. Gibbs. Dr
tie, Dr. Roberts, Dr. Saunders and Dr
Lucas.

r

I have completed a survey of th.
city of Washington's soda fountains
and public drinking places." sa"d Dr
Mustard, "and am convinced thaf
these places using over and c"er
each day and night drinking glasses
that have not been sterilized arc the
most serious menace to the publ ^
health, and one through which the
contagion has been spread and w 11
further spread. I will insist with
Health Officer Fowler that all such
places sterilize their glasses or r.ut
in individual paper cups or contain
ers. For the present I would warn the
publio against patronizing any soda
fountains."

Health Office Announcement.
Health Officer Fowler

with

SURRENDER PROBABLE IF ALLIES
FIRM; HUN ARMY READY TO QUIT

(Cablegram to The Evening Star and the Chicago Daily \ews. Copy¬
right. 1918.)

LONDON, October 7..If the allies and the United States stand
absolutely firm for their program of justice and permanent peace,
it is believed here that Germany will soon follow in the footsteps
of Bulgaria, and surrender unconditionally. There is practically no
doubt that she will take this course rather than see the entente
armies draw too near her frontiers. Her sins and crimes are so

colossal that she has a deadly fear of vengeance, and any one who
has been with the armies in the west knows that this fear is far

* from groundless.
BERN, Switzerland, October 7 '(Havas)..The German gov=

eminent took its latest peace step upon the advice and with the ap¬
proval of the high command of the army, says the -Stuttgart Neues
Tagcblatt. Germany, the newspaper adds, has decided to consent
to very heavy sacrifices.

ACTION, NOTWORDS,
FROM WANTED
President Busy Writing Re¬

jection of Peace Offer
From Germany.

nv david i,A\vm;xcK.

(Copvright, 181s- I'.v the Nov York Evening
Post I I>mpaiiv. I

Tiie United States government wii!:

not accept any peace proposals from

the present governments of Germany
and Austria. Some day. when the

German and the Austrian peoples
eliminate the men and the system
which brought on the European war,

there will be peace.but not until

then.
Germany and Austria may announce

until doomsday that they are in ac¬

cord with President Wilson's fourteen

terms, but it is not words, but action
that must guarantee such an accept¬
ance. Germany, when it suited her

purpose, once before proposed and ar¬

ranged a peace treaty, at Brest-
Litovsk. that had democratic provi¬
sions in it, and only a fortnight later

the German militaristic government
brushed it arrogantly aside. What
certainty can there be that Germany
would not do the same if the allies

now relaxed their victorious war ma¬

chinery and talked peace? Who is

back of the German peace offer, the

old regime or the German people? And
if it is the German people, then they
must choose other spokesmen than.the,
present personnel.
Situation on This Historic Day.
That is the situation on this his¬

toric day, when there lie on the desk

of the President of the United States

peace proposals from the governments
of Germany and Austria professing to

be in total accord with the principles
of a settlement hitherto announced by
the United States. The President

must keep the allies informed. There

may be a slight delay in transmitting
the actual reply, but of its character

Germany and Austria need not long
remain in doubt.

Indeed, when W. A. F. Ekengren,
the Swedish minister here, who cares

for the diplomatic interests of the

Austro-Hungarian government in the
United States, presented the text of
the Austrian peace offer to Secretary
Lansing, that individual made it plain
that the American reply would not be
encouraging. The German note
reached Wash'ngton. too- and is to be
transmitted during the day by the1
Swiss legation, which cares for Ger-
man Interests. The Secretary of State
told the correspondents that our gov¬
ernment naturally would await the
receipt of the text of both offers be¬
fore making reply.

President .Writing' Reply.
President Wilson, who is personally

requested by the central powers to

institute peace negotiations, promptly
went to work on a reply, usins the
text published in the morning news¬

papers as a basis for his writing. It
is a critical moment in the sense that
he must choose carefully his words
and make plain to the centrar powers
as well as the entente world exactly
what must be done before there can
be peace negotiations.
While there is no doubt that firm¬

ness will characterize the President's
answer, it ia a foregone conclusion

IContiuueU ou Stcvnd

CONSIDERS HER
STREET CAR FARE

Utilities Board Hears Trac¬
tion Companies and Suggests
Need of Better Facilities,

: "

Consideration of Washington's street
car problem was approached through
two avenues by the Public L'tiliities
Coommission today, when it convened a

public hearing on the application of
the traction companies to charge a

straight live-cent fare, and put up to
Otto Eidlitz, head of the United States
Housing Corporation, the question of
financing the proposed Beeler belt
line, designed to relieve congestion
in the downtown section.
The belt-line proposition will be car¬

ried out if ways and means can be de¬
vised for financing and building it. It
has been approved by the War and
Navy departments and the utilities
commission. It is up to the govern¬
ment. apparently, to furnish the moneyfor its construction.

The plan involves laying new tracks
on Florida avenue from 18th street to
Connecticut avenue, on 17th street
from H street to Pennsylvania ave¬
nue and on B street from ISth street
to 9th street to connect with existingtracks.

Citizens Attend Hearing-.
Representatives of a large number

of citizens' associations attended the
hearing on the increased fare appli¬
cation, which began in the boardroom
of the District building at 10 o'clock.Commissioner Brownlow. chairman ofthe commission, formally convened theboard, but announced that he would
not be able to remain through tho
proceedings on account of being re¬quired to give his entire time to theinfluenza situation.
Collateral questions involving thegranting of universal transfers and

giving improved service did not figurein the morning session. CommissionerOardiner, who presided, announcedthat the procedure would be to get in
the case of the companies, after which
the commission would cross-examine
the witnesses and then give the
citizens' representatives an oppor-tunity to express their views.
President William F. Ham of the

Washington Railway and Electric
Company was the first to testify. He
was followed by Vice President John
H. Hanna of the Capital Traction
Company. Their statements were
taken up largely with an explanation
of the figures contained in the appli-
cations filed by the companies.
These show the excessive increases

in cost of operation produced by war
conditions. Anticipated returns from
the increased fare sought alreadyhave been more than absorbed by in-
creased operating' expenses and imme¬
diate relief is declared to be neces¬
sary- Statistics were presented Show¬
ing that six, seven aad eight centfares have been granted in a' largenumber of cities to enable the street
car companies to meet the conditionssimilar to those faced by the localcompanies.

It apparently will not be the dispo¬sition of the citizens' representatives| to question the reasonal eness of the
increased fare sought, judging from
the written statements they have tiled! with the commission. But that theywill insist that universal transfers be
coupled with any increase allowed ap¬
pears certain.
. Among the association representa¬
tives at the hearings were William
McK. Clayton of the Federation of
Citizens' Associations, William G.
Henderson, Edward Foulke and C. A.
Bowman of North Capitol and Ecklng-
ton, Walterr I. Swanton of Columbia
Heights, K. P. Armstrong of Rhode
Island Avenue Suburban and W. O.
.Wetzel of Ersd'ouri- Usisbts.

Nearly Third of Amount,
Raised Through Canvass

Here Yesterday.

j STILL FAR FROM GOAL
i _"Subscriptions to the fourth libertyloan amounting- to more than $10.-
000,000 was the result of the first
weelf of the great campaign in Wash-
ington, according to an official an-
nouncement made today by the Dis-
trict liberty loan committee. It is
estimated by the committee that the

I subscriptions taken during the can-
1 vass yesterday -will amount to more
than $4,000.00t>.
The committee's statement for the

subscriptions for the week ending
Saturday night is based upon the re¬
turns from the various banks of the
city. With fifteen of these forty-
three financial institutions in Wash¬
ington failing to file returns for last
Friday and Saturday, the actual
amount of subcriptions at i; o'clock
Saturday night was $8,532,875. Es-
timating on the possible returns
from the fifteen banks which did not
report for the two last days of the
week, the committee said today that
$10,000,000 is a modest estimate of
the city's seven days' total.

I The bank reports did not include anyreference to the number of subscrib-
S ers. but the local committee said it
'would be sat'e to estimate that the in¬
dividual response will be shown to
have exceeded that during the corre¬
sponding period of the third loan cam¬
paign.

Definite Figures Unavailabls.
Because of the great number of in- \

dividual pledges taken yesterday, dur- [
ing the big house-to-house canvass of
the city, the committee was unable at
noon today to make public definite
figures for yesterday activities.
Notwithstanding that the residents

of Washington have thus far rallied
their dollars around Old Glory in a
proud and patriotic manner, the com-
mittee points out that the city is far,
from its goal, and that from now on
there will be no letting-up in the de- I
termination to raise the city's quota,:
527,500,000.

Make Generous Response.
Willingness of Washington's citi¬

zens to sacrifice in the great cause was

emphatically demonstrated yesterday
afternoon by generous and patriotic
responses to appeals of the more than
:;,000 volunteer solicitors who canvass¬
ed the homes of the city in the inter¬
est of the government's fourth bond
issue.
Regardless of the rain, and with a

wonderful display of earnestness and
enthusiasm. Secretary McAdoo of the
Treasury Department worked as a
canvasser. In less than two hours* time
he gathered a pocketful of signed
pledges, his customers ranging from
the President of the United States,
who bought a $20,000 bond on the in¬
stallment plan, down to colored serv¬
ants. His total subscriptions amount-
ed to $1,800,000.
Secretary McAdoo did not confinei

his activities to any one neighborhood
but skipped from one section to an¬
other. His solicitation of Bernard
Baruch. chairman of the war indus¬
tries board, brought forth a subscrip¬tion amounting to $1,000,000. Other
large pledges obtained by SecretaryMcAdoo were from Eugene Meyer, of
the War Finance Corporation, for
$500,000, and J. L. Raplogle of the War
Industries Board for $100,000.

Canvassers' Work Made Easy.
The most noticeable feature of the!

great liouse-to-liouse canvass was the
spirit which permeated the entire
city. This evidence of patriotism pre-
vailed in no one section or among anyparticular class of citizens. It wasgeneral, and the big task of the menand women who had volunteered to
carry the drive into the homes cfWashington was made just that mucheasier. The canvassers enjoyed thework and were naturally pleased andgratified by the results of their ef¬forts.
According to their reports there! were blocks where an honor flag wasj displayed in every window, and thatthere were many homes where notonly the head of the family had sub¬scribed to the fourth loan, but that

every other member of tiie family hadbought bonds. Many persons already1-ad bought, but pledged again when
the canvassers called yesterday. There
were instances where children's banks
were opened in order to make the
necessary 10 per cent cash payment
In more than one the $5 for the ini¬
tial payment on a $50 bond was made
up entirely of small coin. There were
innumerable cases of persons having
checks already made out and waiting
for the arrival of the canvassers.
The response io this npneal was an

U^onlln^JC on ic;OuU l'^c.j

HUNS DRIVEN BACK
ON WIDE FRONT IN
CHAMPAGNE FIGHT

Retreat Northward Toward
Retourne River, Where Two

Allied Armies Menace.
YANKEESBATTLE BRILLIANTLY
IN EXPULSION OF COMMONFOE
By the Associated Press.

.

LONDON, October 7..Field Marshal von Hindenburg
has resigned as chief of the German general staff after a heated
interview with the emperor, in which the field marshal de¬
clared that a retreat on a large scale was impossible to

avoid, according to a Central News dispatch from Amster¬
dam today.

The correspondent based his dispatch on reports from
the frontier.

Br tho Associated Trrss. .

Outfought by tlic French and Americans, the Germans arc

retreating on a wide front in tlic Champagne sector between
Rlieims and the Argonnc forest. The enemy has been caught
between Gen. Berthelot's army on the west and (jcn. Gouraud s

forces on the east and is retiring northward toward the Retourne
river. It may be possible for him to stand back of that stream,
but it seems improbable that there will be much of a halt in the
retreat until the Germans rcach the Aisnc.

Gen. Berthelot's advance in the Rlieims region has gravely
menaced the enemy forces south of the Retourne, and, although
the retrograde movement is being covered by rear guards well
supplied with machine guns, it appears to be going on rapidly. The
French seem to have reached the Suippe over a wide front.

\merican forccs have been battiinp j a"<i British arc reported In he clear
brilliantlv with Gouraiid s army and | through the Hinden'uurp line.
have aide'd materially in expelling tlie | So far the German line from St.
enemy from the Champagne sector, i Quentin south to the Ailette and thence
Further east the Americans, tight- eastward to Berry-au-H:'c i« standing

ins between the Argonne forest j J? ® . ,y> ?v,den'l>" this part or
and the Jleuse river, are slowly clear- t']c e" elr,;' f Position is being used as :<

ing the Germans from the area before pivot as his armies, to the north and
the Kriemhild line and gathering their i east, swing back to new positions,
forces for an assault on that powerful I f/.
PX0fthe r*gion from Lille south- |

lief than the hinge of the foe's lines
begun when Lens and Armentieres
were abandoned last week is continu¬
ing with what appears to be precipi¬
tation. There is every reason to be¬
lieve that the city of Lille will be
evacuated by the enemy within a few-
days and that his retirement will ex¬
tend far down the front to the St.

may be broken.
German detachments which have

been fighting beside the Bulgarian
army in Macedonia are being with¬
drawn, according to an announcement
made at Berlin. Serbian and French
forces are reported to have inflicted
a defeat on German and Austrian unltR

Quentin sector, where both the French near the city of Vranjc.

Laon Burning as Foe Flees;
Rheims' Deliverance Comes

PARIS. October V..Laon. Iliei
stronghold to which the enemy has;
been clinging as the key point of his
line on the southwest, apparently has

been set afire by the Germans. The

town was reported ablaze yesterday
and fires were still burning there to¬

day.
French troops have crossed the

Suippe river, eastward of Orainville,
and have reached the outskirts of

Bazancourt and Boul-sur-Suippe,
after severe fighting, it is officially
announced. At Clement-a-Ames
heavy losses have been inflicted upon
the Germans, who retired in disorder.
Sunday's fighting completed the de¬
liverance of Rheims.
The battle north of St. Quentin con¬

tinued all day and Remnaucourt. Til-
lev farm and several fortified woods
were captured, the announcement
olvs The enemy resisted furiously,
but Was unable to check the French,
who captured several hundred prison-
era.

Rheims No Longer Menaced.

Rheims has been finally and defi¬

nitely- cleared from the menace ofj
German cannon. The Germans are in

retreat on the whole front from the
Suippe to the Arnes, as well as 111 the.
region south of Cambrai.

In tlic first named sector ;iic aiiies
h:ve readied thf Ames l ivt-r, on which
tlic enemy hoped to mak*.* ;i stand. In
the second region the P ish fouiih
army has crushed cou:» r attacks
which the enemy delivered in an -i-
fort to prevent its progress toward
Bohain and cover their retreat to the
south.
These two movements of retreat,

form a part of a plan which was to
have brought the German armies to
new lines of resistance much nearer
the frontier, it appears, but the con¬
stant pressure of the allied troops is
making the execution of the plan
most difficult and hazardous.
The peace proposals of the central

powers are in no way interfering with
the policy of destruction the German
staff seems to have decided upon. Sal-
laumines, near I^cns, is burning and
tires have been seen west and south¬
west of J,ille and between Douaiand
Soitain. The troops advancing in th«j
Champasnn* found Xogent-L/Abbess«\
IJ«-ine and rll the villages in the val¬
ley of the Suippe in flames.

L,aon has been ablaze since yester¬
day, indicating that the enemy may
be about to leave that region, i»s lh«-
Cheniin des Dames, already turned
by Gen. Manerin on the west, has b« « n
turned on the east bv the troops
which have crossed the Aisn^ at sev¬
eral points in the vicinity of Berry-
au-Bac. making it appear that ih*
Laoimois area is no longer tenable

Pershing's Men Force Huns
Back on 25-Mile Front

tvjth THE AMERICAN ARMY IN

THE CHAMPAGNE, Sunday. October

$ (by the Associated Press)..Amer¬
ican troops operating in the Cham¬

pagne with the French again ad¬

vanced their lines today, capturing

St Etienne. The American progress

served also as a leverage on the

right of the Champagne offensive, re¬

sulting In advances farther west, the

result being the withdrawal of the

German lines along a twenty-five-mile
stretch.
The bulk of the work in the Amer-

ican operations was done by a di¬

vision which is among the best known

the United States has in France and

which has invariably covered itself

with laurels. All of its advances since

the "jump-off" on Wednesday have

been made not only in the face of

most tremendous opposition, but

against a frequent flanking fire on

both wings.

Day's Advance Easier.

The advance today was easier than

that of the previous three days be¬

cause the terrain was far less in¬

cumbered with powerful enemy pill¬
boxes and concrete fortifications. The

flanks of the Americans were better

covered by troops, who pressed for-

ward so fast as to prevent a deadly
enfilading.
xhis forward movement amounts

to between four and four and a half
miles from the starting: point. It aids
materially in completely freeing
I-licims trora the German ii.er.~-_ .--

makes the enemy positions north of
Iiheiins harder and harder to hold

Take 1,700 Prisoners.
The Americans have captured up to

this afternoon 1,700 prisoners, includ¬
ing forty-eight officers. They too,v
much material, many cannon and ma¬

chine guns, including seventy-live
seized with more than 200 Germans
in one set of nests.
The achievements of the Americans

in the last four days will bean honor
page in the history of their fighting.
They were thrown into the battle
Wednesday afternoon and ordered to
advance from Sornme-Py, first across
enormously strong trenches, which
had defied capture, and then across
the rolling plain and up the wooded
heights of Wagram fields to a line
from Blanc Mont to the Medeah farm.

Fos Besists to Utmost.
The Americans cleaned up the

trenches Wednesday afternoon and
stormed the rest of the distance be¬
fore 11 o'clock Thursday, outdis¬
tancing the troops on their Hanks. As
the Americans advanced in the cen¬
ter the Germans to the right and leu
of them refused to l*c dislodged ami
resisted to the ut.nost. The cnem;
was able to pour a withering enfdic¬
ing lire upon the attacking forces,
which was only silenced today when
the line was completely stabilized.
Before these enfilading ditlicuUu=>
were overcome, however, the Ameri¬
cans had pressed still farther forward
from the heights which they had
gained and occupied positions facing
St. Etienne and Orfeuil. Stron-
trenches outside of St. Kti« nne again
held th' tii up.

French tirst eutorcJ


